
November 2019 
M-Th: 9am-8pm 

Fri: 9am-6pm 

www.grimes.lib.ia.us 

Sat: 9am-5pm 

Sun: 1pm-5pm 

515-986-3551 

    In this edition:     

 New Library Coming to 

 Grimes 

 Name the Book 

 Library Jokes 

 Holiday Hours 

New Library Coming 

to Grimes 
 

By: Jill Fisher 

     Grimes Public Library is pleased 

to share exciting news: plans are in 

the works to open a new, 30,000 

square foot library. Land has been 

purchased on the southeast corner 

of James Street and Beaverbrooke 

Boulevard—the entrance to the new 

Heritage development—for the 

planned library, slated to open in the 

fall of 2021. 

  Within the City of Grimes’s 

strategic plan, city officials declared 

the Library building as a top priority. 

With the Local Option Sales and 

Services Tax (LOSST)  passing in 

August, Grimes officials were able to 

allocate funds to get the project off 

the ground. “We are a rapidly 

growing community,” said Cheryl 

Heid, Grimes Library director, “and 

with that growth comes an influx of 

community needs.” If funds outside 

of LOSST and TIF (Tax-Increment 

Financing) can be procured for the 

library, the City will have more 

funding available for other important 

projects. “We have other significant 

needs, as well. For the benefit of our 

citizens, we need to get the most out 

of our city’s money. To be good 

stewards, we will be applying for 

grants and seeking private donations 

to help fund the project,” said Heid. 

   City Council approved the project 

through a vote on October 8. On 

October 22, the design contract for 

the new library was granted to the 

architect firm INVISION, which is 

based in Des Moines. The architects  

At INVISION have more than 100 

combined years of design experience 

and have completed dozens of 

projects across Iowa. Over the next 

few months, Library staff, city officials, 

and Grimes residents will work with 

INVISION to provide input for the 

new building. 

   “This is an exciting time for us,” said 

assistant director, Karalee Kerr. “This 

part of the process allows us to make 

sure the new building meets our needs 

and provides what is lacking in our 

current space.” The current library 

building, which opened in 1994, was 

projected to serve a population of up 

to 7,000 residents. With Grimes now 

nearly double that size and continuing 

to grow, staying in the current library 

is not sustainable. Plans for the new 

building allow for 30,000 square feet. 

“Library buildings are an important 

capital investment for communi-

ties. A new facility should meet current 

and future needs,” said Heid. 

   Grimes Public Library has created a 

page on their website to keep the 

public up to date on project 

developments. “This project is for our 

residents. We want them to be as 

excited as we are about the new 

library, so we’ve created a place they 

can check in on our progress,” said 

Heid. Keep up to date with project 

developments at  

www.grimeslibrary.org/FutureDevelopment. 

Holiday Hours 

Monday, Nov. 11—Closed 

Wednesday, Nov. 27—Close at 4pm 

Thurs—Fri., Nov. 28-29—Closed 

 

Library Jokes 

Librarian: Can I help you? 

Dave: Yes, I’m looking for a book 

about— 

Librarian: Being psychic? 

Dave: No… 

Librarian: One day it will work. 

 

Lottie: Do you know any authors 

who write dinosaur books? 

Librarian: Try Sarah Topps! 

 

Sam: Do you have any books on 

paranoia?  

Librarian (in a whisper): They’re 

right behind you. 

Name the Book 

http://www.grimeslibrary.org/FutureDevelopment

