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 Updated Library Hours 

Monday—Thursday    9 a.m.—8 p.m. 

Friday  9 a.m.—6 p.m. 

Saturday  9 a.m.—5 p.m. 

Sunday  1 p.m.—5 p.m. 

New Arrival Spotlight 
Now available in New Releases: Klara and the Sun by Kazuo Ishiguro 

From the publisher: From the best-selling author of Never Let Me Go and The Re-

mains of the Day, a stunning new novel—his first since winning the Nobel Prize in Lit-

erature—about the wondrous, mysterious nature of the human heart. 

   From her place in the store, Klara, an Artificial Friend with outstanding observational 

qualities, watches carefully the behavior of those who come 

in to browse, and those who pass in the street outside. She 

remains hopeful a customer will soon choose her, but when 

the possibility emerges that her circumstances may change 

forever, Klara is warned not to invest too much in the 

promises of humans. 

   In Klara and the Sun, Kazou Ishiguro looks at our rapidly 

changing modern world through the eyes of an unforgetta-

ble narrator to explore a fun-

damental question: what 

does it mean to love? 

 

Spring Has Sprung! 

GPL Fun Fact 

   Check out the new Seed Library, hosted 

by Girl Scout Troup 457! A seed library 

is a place in the community Library to 

hold heirloom seeds for the community 

to use. The idea is to “loan” out seeds at 

planting time with a promise to return a 

portion at the end of the season for next 

year. This practice helps preserve heir-

loom seeds and natives fit for our neigh-

borhoods. 

   Learn more about seed libraries and 

proper seed saving techniques at 

www.seedsavers.org/how-to-save-seeds 

or by scanning the code below.  

   Spring is here! 

After more than a 

year of quarantine, 

we’re all a bit stir 

crazy and ready to get out and about. 

Take a look at some of these fun things 

to do in the Greater Des Moines area. 

Also—do yourself a favor and watch this 

hilariously fun video for more ideas:  

https://tinyurl.com/springinGDSM (or 

scan the code above). 

Greater Des Moines Botanical 

Garden 

   Rain or shine, things are always in 

bloom at this beautiful, seven-acre pub-

lic garden in the heart of downtown. 

This cultural institution has multi-

ple indoor and outdoor gardens 

(including every so often, the popular 

Corpse Flower) along with educational 

programming and workshops. Remem-

ber, our GPL Adventure Pass program 

provides free tickets to the Botanical 

Garden and several other! Check out our 

website for more information! 

John and Mary Pappajohn 

Sculpture Park 

   Grab a picnic basket or a frisbee and 

head over to Pappajohn Sculpture Park 

for 4.4 acres of awe-inspiring art and 

selfie opportunities. The crown jewel of 

Des Moines’ Western Gateway Park, this 

open-air public art display features 30+ 

sculptures by internationally acclaimed 

artists that were donated to the Des 

Moines Art Center by the Pappajohn 

family. 

Des Moines Art Route 

   Enjoy the warm spring weather by trav-

eling the Des Moines Art Route. The Art 

Route leads you on a six-mile journey, 

showcasing more than 80 pieces of art 

throughout downtown. This route covers 

20, 234 steps with painted crosswalks, 

scultpures and murals. Download the 

app, put on your walking shoes, and 

check it out! 

Outdoor Trails 

   When you live in the Midwest, you 

don’t take good weather for granted! 

That’s why once the snow thaws, you’ll 

want to explore the more than 800 miles 

of connected trails through out Greater 

Des Moines.  


