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 Updated Library Hours 

Monday—Thursday    9 a.m.—8 p.m. 

Friday  9 a.m.—6 p.m. 

Saturday  9 a.m.—5 p.m. 

Sunday  1 p.m.—5 p.m. 

New Arrival Spotlight 
Now available in New Releases: Uncomfortable Conversations with a Black Man 

by Emmanuel Acho 

From the publisher: Emmanuel Acho believes the only way to cure our nation’s oldest 

disease—racism—starts with a profound, revolutionary idea: actually talking to one an-

other. No, seriously. Until it gets uncomfortable...and then some.  

   In Uncomfortable Conversations with a Black Man, Acho connects his own experi-

ence with race and racism—including his majority-white prep school education juxta-

posed with his time in majority-black NFL locker rooms—with the lessons of history, 

culture, and the wisdom of other black voices. The result is an essential guide to the 

conversations we should all be having to increase our understanding and join the anti-

racist fight. 

   Nothing is off the table. Want to know exactly why it’s not ok for white people to use 

the N-word? Whether you should teach your kids to “see color”? Whether “reverse rac-

ism” exists? Why white privilege isn’t just for the 

wealthy? What it really means to be an ally? Acho ad-

dresses these and many more questions with the same 

openness and vulnerability he asks of the reader.  

 

Grimes Public Library Welcomes 
New Head of Circulation! 

GPL Fun Fact 

   Planning continues on our new library 

building. On March 23rd, the Council ap-

proved the funding for the new public li-

brary.  In total, we have received 8 mil-

lion dollars.  The library will be located 

at the previously purchased property that 

sits at the intersection of Beaverbrook 

Blvd and James St.   

   To assist with funding, the library will 

be applying for a CAT grant.  To win this 

grant award, the library must demon-

strate financial community support.  It 

doesn’t matter how much $ you give – it 

just matters that you donate something. 

We will kick off our fundraising efforts 

on Wednesday, April 21. This will be a 

great opportunity to show your support 

for the new library building. 

   Wondering how the City determines the 

funding? City Hall Staff put together the 

Community Improvement Project (CIP) 

budget. The budget is then presented to 

council in a workshop meeting. Council 

then adjusts or approves the budget. 

   On March 23rd, the City Council ap-

proved the recommended funding by the 

City staff and has approved Invision Ar-

chitecture to move ahead with final de-

signs for the library building.   

   The new 2 story library building will be 

opened in the early Spring of 2023. Ren-

derings will be shared after their official 

approval by the City Council. 

   We need your help! The Citizens of 

Grimes will need to match the amount 

given to us by Polk County.  Watch our 

website and Facebook page for more de-

tails! 

   Hello everyone, my name is Cail 

Fletcher and I am the new Head of Cir-

culation here. I wanted to take a quick 

minute to introduce myself. I have al-

ways loved libraries and spent much of 

my childhood at the local library in my 

hometown. 

 Since then I have never been able to 

stay away from libraries for very long. I 

worked in a library during college and 

recently returned to library work about 

two and a half years ago when I began 

working at the Norelius Community Li-

brary in Denison, IA. I held several dif-

ferent jobs there until I settled into the 

Assistant 

Director 

role prior 

to relocat-

ing to 

Grimes.  

You will 

see me 

floating 

around the 

circulation desk area most days so feel 

free to stop and say hello anytime. I love 

to hear about what you have been reading 

and watching and to share what I’m read-

ing and watching myself (Reading: The 

Shadows by Alex North and a large stack 

of graphic novels. Watching: Kim’s Con-

venience, a lot of NBA games, and way 

too many other things). 

Helping people and being around books 

have long been two of my favorite things 

and working in a library allows me to do 

these things on a daily basis. The library 

staff here works incredibly hard to be the 

most friendly, helpful, and knowledgea-

ble staff 

possible 

and I am 

very ex-

cited to 

be a part 

of this 

team and 

library! 


